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For an afternoon, a day, or a weekend...come and enjoy Northeastern Connecticut! 


ot only is northeastern Connecticut a beautiful 

place to visit during the summer months, it also 

offers residents and visitors plenty to see and do 
(although sometimes you have to look hard to find them)! 
In addition to the scenice beauty, you will find unique 
shopping, plenty of choices for dining, live performances, 
recreational activities and historic sites. This issue features 
some of the area’s hidden gems and a comprehensive list 
of activities to enjoy over the next few months! We hope 
you discover something new in this issue of the Putnam 
Traveler and please tell our advertisers you found them 
here. 


INSIDE: 


Local Advertisers...Local Real Estate... Downtown Putnam 
Events... This issue of the Putnam Traveler features... 
Martha’s Herbary...best known to customers as a source 
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of charming and unusual gifts (and personal treats)... 

It has also evolved into a destination where friends can 
meet to share experiences in the front of the house now 
called The Gathering Room and Gardens at Martha’s 
Herbary...Interested in taking an African Safari? Local 
residents Mike & Bev 
Christina work with Paul 
Oliver Safaris to organize 
high-end luxury safaris for 
groups of 12...the couple has 
turned what they describe 

as a ‘hobby’ into something 
much more...Tucked away 
behind the historic Averill 
Farm next to the Wolf Den 
Campground in Pomfret 

lies a true hidden treasure... 
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The People’s Harvest Garden...providing food for the 


: needy and farm education...visitors and volunteers 

: are welcome...Discover Monte Bianco, located in 

: Thompson, is a jewel of fresh tastes, careful seasoning 
: and sophisticated sauces...It is also the fulfillment of a 


dream for Manny Campoverdo 
and his family... The Vanilla 
Bean Cafe celebrating 28 years 
in Pomfret and expanding 
their repatoir of restaurants... 
Summer Fun...a comprehensive 
list of things to see and do this 
summer! And learn about the 
Historic Buildings of Thompson... 
Reminders of the Presence 
of the Past in northeastern 
Connecticut! 
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ROTARY 
Om hos 13 
PARK 10:30am - 4:00pm 
SEPTEMBER 


Registration begins at 8:00am 
Rain Date August 20th 
10TH-14TH Putnam Cay - 
Participating restaurants 
and galleries will feature Res auran 
Specially-priced menus & offerings. want DOWNTOWN 
PUTNAM 


Check www.discoverputnam.com for updates. 
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LIVE MUSIC ° ART EXHIBITS * DEMONSTRATIONS * PERFORMANCES » ART ATTACKS 


MAY 5TH SCI FI/FANTASY * JUNE 2ND ACTION/ADVENTURE ¢ JULY 7TH CLASSIC FILMS 
AUG 4TH MUSICAL & ANIMATION ¢ SEPT 1ST WESTERNS ¢ OCT 6 HORROR 
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DISCOVERING MARTHA S HERBARY 


Stop to enjoy the whimsical birdhouse fence as you enter. 
It hints at the surprises awaiting visitors. 


BY CAROLINE SLOAT 


Behind the house at the busy intersection of routes 44, 169 and 97 is a haven of peace. Its soothing gardens and charming shop have been a Pomfret 


fixture for more than twenty-five years. Indeed, that anniversary was celebrated back in September 2013. Michelle King, who is now the proprietor, 
worked with the Herbary’s late founder Martha Paul and her husband Richard, before she purchased the business from him in 2009. 


is was six years after she visited the shop for 

the first time. She was with a good friend, who 

sensed Michelle’s appreciation for the Herbary 
and encouraged her to ask Martha if she was looking 
for help. As it happened, the clerk was working her last 
day and Martha needed help. Within two days Michelle 
was transformed from customer to staff and worked 
together with Martha for a year. Richard continued the 
business, giving Michelle such additional responsibilities 
as attending shows to select new merchandise. Now that 
she is the owner, the shop continues to be a source of 
charming and unusual gifts (and personal treats). It is 
also evolving into a destination where friends can meet to 
share experiences. 

Michelle has opened “the front of the house” 

for events and renamed the business. It is now The 
Gathering Rooms and Gardens at Martha’s Herbary. 


around the time Michelle was seriously thinking about 


: holding events in conjunction with the shop, Renée 


dropped by to leave business cards for her then three- 


: year-old catering business. Renée admits that her “timing 
: was perfect.” The two friends joined forces at the Herbary 


and the first event they booked was a wedding. As 
their photographer, the couple chose Nan Viens, whose 


: business Portraits by Nan LLC is the Herbary’s other 


tenant. 

With a self-described “passion for food,” Renée took 
many jobs in the food service industry preparing for the 
day when she would begin to work for herself. “I am nota 
chef,” she says, but admits to having “a knack for finding 
great chefs to cook for my business” and doing “a lot of 
my own baking.” She Her website reveals the abundant 
and delicious suggestions of menus for all kinds of 
events. 


showers and weddings for up to forty-five guests, the 
Herbary can be booked for a gathering of five or more. 
A recent example is a small writing workshop offered by 
area poet Melissa Wyse one evening in May. For all of 
the events, guests may opt to bring in their own food to 
serve or work with Renée. Hiring Renée’s Working Girl 
Catering Service is not a requirement for holding a private 
event in the Gathering Rooms, except when alcohol is to 
be served. (Renée holds the license, and must be hired to 
do bar service.) 

How does one find out about these enticing events 
at the Herbary? Indeed, the careful reader of local media 
planning a weekend’s activities might never have realized 


that Martha’s Herbary has branched out into hospitality. 
Michelle advises “calling the shop to get on the mailing 
list. E-mails and Facebook posts precede any advertising, 
and often the events fill up quickly.” 





The new space in the 1780 colonial includes three 
inviting rooms—parlors and a dining room-that can 
accommodate up to forty-five guests seated at table. 

All of the rooms retain an old-fashioned charm, even 

the contemporary gourmet kitchen with its painted 
woodwork and rustic storage cabinets. The front rooms 
are covered in antique fabrics and the foyer is decorated 
with antique wallpaper. Michelle offers a variety of events, 
many of them small-group programs related to aspects of 
the Herbary, such as culinary techniques and the use of 
herbs. 

She has teamed up with Renée Berube, owner of 
Renée’s Working Girl Catering Service as her in-house 
caterer. This is something of a reunion since Michelle and 
Renée lived in the same neighborhood growing up and 
have been friends for many years. “How we came to be 
together again is amazing,” she marvels. Three years ago, 


the ordinary. 


Three showrooms. 
One location. 


i : Endless possibilities. 


107 Dresser Hill Rd, (Rte 31) 
Charlton, MA 01507 
(508) 248-5566 


Complimentary design service available. 


MON-FRI 10-6 
Sat 10-5 | SUN 12-5 


harlton 
FURNITURE 


charltonfurniture.com 





At the Herbary, she and Michelle present events 
such as wine dinners and monthly tea parties, with 
seating throughout the downstairs rooms and in the 


: wide upstairs hallway. There are many favorite nooks 


for a private téte-a-téte and larger tables for groups. 
Reservations are required for the afternoon teas 
scheduled one Sunday a month at 1 p.m. This is a 
three-course meal, typically soup or salad, sandwiches, 
and a sweet. The menu varies according to the season 
and planned to include fresh, often local, fruits and 


: vegetables. Herbs also play a role in the menu planning. 


Many guests look forward to attending the Halloween- 
themed October tea in costume. 

Demonstrations and classes using plants from the 
gardens are among the special events at the Herbary. The 
classes are small, no more than eight registrants. Michelle 


is also booking private events. In addition to baby 


Theatre of panier Connecticut 30 erent Street (Rt. 44) Downtown Putnam, CT 
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August 11 - 27 
Fridays at 7:30pm 
Saturdays and 
Sundays at 2:00pm 
In a magical kingdom beneath the 
sea, the beautiful young mermaid, 
Ariel, longs to leave her ocean 
home to live in the world above. 
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. Co-di db 
M usica | Kaiten Abacos 
$24 & $21 and Greg Brock 


Presented by special arrangement with Music Theatre International 


All seats reserved Order your tickets online at 
www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 


Charge by phone: 860-928-7887 Or visit the box office. 








Michelle observes that the idea of shopping has 
expanded over the years, customers seek experiences to 
give and share with friends. Michelle is now poised to 
transform the Herbary, while continuing to offer beautiful 
objects for the body, the home, and the garden in the 
unique shop. Gather up some friends for a visit and you 
will be delighted. After spending time together there, you 
will leave with rich memories of time well spent, shared 
in beautiful surroundings. 


Martha’s Herbary, 860-928-0009 
marthasherbary.com 


Working Girl Catering Service, 860-412-9365 
support@workinggirlcatering.com 


Portraits by Nan, 860-942-6907, portraitsbynan.com 


MARTHA'S F[ERBARY 





ACCESSORIES IN | 
AND OUT OF THE GARDEN 
Unique Clothes, Jewelry, Books e& Soaps 


589 POMFRET STREET 
P.O. BOX 236 e POMERET, CT 06258. 
860-928-0009 ; 
HOURS: TUSEDAY-SAT 10-5PM ~ SUNDAY 12-5PM 


PUTNAM TRAVELER 3 


PUTNAM TRAVELER NEWS -: NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


African Sataris 


Hosted by Local Residents Mike & Bev Christina 


BY NANCY P. WEISS 


“It all started with Tarzan,” said Bev Cristina, who with her husband, Mike, are the 
creators and operators of a remarkable travel service, East Africa Photo Safaris. 
The Cristinas, who grew up in northeastern Connecticut, own a successful real estate 
management company. While their profession firmly roots them in eastern Connecticut, 





they share a lively curiosity about the larger world and mutual taste for adventure. 
East Africa captured their imagination and held on, really held on. 





e couple first thought they wanted to visit Kenya, 
but after a year of research decided that Tanzania 
was more remote and better suited to their 
adventuresome spirits. They turned their dream 

into a reality when they took their first trip to Africa 

in 1988, travelling with another couple who had first 
visited the area in the 1950’s. The older couple helped 
the Cristinas see Africa and safaris as they once were. 
One thing changed, they fell in love with Tanzania 

and never looked back. They also met Paul Oliver, 

an accomplished guide, conservationist and all round 
charming Brit. They became fast friends and knew they 
would return. They did return - 16 times and counting, 
at first alone and then as organizers of group tours. 

“T felt as if 1 were home, on my first trip. It felt 
right. This is a serious hobby and we are pretty much 
obsessed,” Mike said. 

East Africa Photo Safaris works with Paul Oliver 
Sataris to offer high-end luxury safaris for groups of 12 













or less. Traveling by Land Rovers to intimate, remote, 
solar powered camps, participants get to experience 
Africa through the lens of seasoned guides as well as 
through their cameras. 


54TH ANNIVERSARY (1963-2017) 
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GOLDEN LAMB 


BUTTERY 
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will continue with our traditional prix fixe 
menu complete with a hayride, entertainment 
© a table that is yours until the 
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“To Bean or 


not to Bean...?”. 


Serving Lunch: Serving Dinner: c | ...1S it really a question? 
Thursday-Saturday Friday & Saturday evenings : wy /, breakfast 


from 12:00 to 2:30 pm beginning at 7:00 pm 4 * if : 
On the deck or in Open Seasonally April - December Ld/ | u nch & d inner 


1 of our 3 dining rooms 


; Yankee Magazine 
daily specials Editors’ Pick 
Villa 2, TN beer & wine ~ Connecticut’s 
( fe gluten free options Best Country Café ~ 
Me ~ outdoor patio ~ 


since 1989 860-928-1562 


“This impossibly funky Connecticut restaurant is full of 
character (and characters), and is truly in a class by itself.” 
www.HiddenBoston.com 
Kindly Call 860-774-4423 For Reservations 
BUSH HILL ROAD, BROOKLYN, CT 


450 deerfield road - pomfret - connecticut 
VAWALIAS Ws OELO) WD) INU MUU ESM OO)Y! www.tTheVanillaBeanCafe.com 
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“We are about luxury roughing it. We try to give 
our guests the Africa of old. We meet with travelers 
in advance and ask them what they want to see. That 
helps us form the itinerary. We set it all up and do 
all the groundwork. When they get off the plane at 
Kilimanjaro International Airport, the guides take over. 
The guides are brilliant, naturalists, conservationists. 
We are off the beaten track as much as we can be. We 
go places no one else would go,” said Mike with a smile. 

“Two weeks on safari can change one intellectually 
and spiritually as the trips are not “canned”. We go 
to real villages and interact with local people because 
our guides know them and speak their languages,” Bev 
added. 

Ben Williams, former head of Ct Audubon and 
noted moth expert, who has gone on three safaris 
with the Cristinas, says: “Their passion for the African 
landscape is unmatched. Their enthusiasm is infectious, 
in addition to which, they are delightful company. They 
have access to the best guides and the best camps in 
Tanzania.” 

Elegant 4-course dinners are prepared each 
evening by a chef trained to use local ingredients as 
well as create classic dishes. Table service with wine 
is provided using china in large open-air dining tents 
with emphasis on salads, fruits and vegetables. At some 
camps, the group visits the back of the house and learns 
how things are prepared and stored. The chance to 
look behind the scenes adds to the personal touch the 
Cristinas enjoy sharing. 

“Lions and Elephants!” While the trips are all 
about the animals, and they see thousands every time, 
the safaris also have another facet. On a recent trip 
Mike and Bev brought medical equipment and soccer 
balls. School supplies will accompany them on the 
next trip based on requests from local people that are 
communicated through their contacts in Tanzania. 

Bev and Mike focus on being accessible to those 
traveling with them. Each group meets at their home 
before the trip to get to know each other, and share tips 
about packing, equipment and special interests. 

East Africa Photo Safari trips fill up quickly, 
largely through word of mouth. A seventeen-day trip 
is scheduled for February, 2018 to the famed Serengeti 


de laTerre is French for of the Earth’ 
Bringing you back to Mother Natures 
healthier wholesome menu. 


(860) 928-1801 
22 South Main Street * Putnam, CT 06260 
delaterrecafe.com * delaterre@delaterrecafe.com 
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: and Ngorongoro ecosystems to witness the epic 
f4. 4-63 ; : wildebeest migration. Although that trip is currently 
Pile : ~ : filled, inquiries are welcome for other trips through 
their website: www.eastafricaphotosafaris.com. Sample 
itineraries, photos, a Facebook page, and contact 
information can be accessed through the website. 
“We will keep going to Africa for as long as we 


i 
“~~ ath 


can. The trips are always different. The experiences are 
always unforgettable. | may not have found Tarzan (1 

go with him, Bev laughs) but together Mike and I have 
found a way to share our love of Africa with others. We 
look forward to every trip.” 




















































© Unique Properties 


BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 


New England Properties 


IN THE QUIET CORNER 


On SCENIC PuLpit Rock RoApD 

Custom built in 1975 in the fashion of Royal Barry Wills, with 
significant details in every room, this 4400 SF home resides on one 
of Woodstock’s most bucolic designated scenic roadways. Situated 
on almost 25 gorgeous rolling acres with distant views into 
Massachusetts and consisting of serpentine stonewalls, rolling 
open fenced pasture and total privacy. The living room, dining 
room, den and kitchen have fireplaces, all rooms are nicely pro- 
portioned including the formal entry and mudroom and all with 
wide board floors. The kitchen has been updated with Siematic 
cabinets, granite countertops and Gaggenau and Bosch appliances, 
there is a large pantry and plenty of room to watch the resident 


chef create! There are 2 masters both with many closets and 
full baths along with 2 other bedrooms all on the second floor 
along with the laundry. The den mimics an early period home 
with paneled walls, leaded glass diamond windows, a wood and 
beam ceiling and a large ‘keeping room’ sized fireplace, there 

is also a closet with wet bar and cupboards/shelves. The house 
enjoys many updates including a newer roof, Buderus heating 
system and windows. The 3-story barn has 2 stalls on the lower 
level with a workshop and large open room on the main level. 
A loft above could become just about anything! Attached to the 
barn is a 3-bay carriage shed and there is an outbuilding too..... 
sheep anyone! The long tree-lined drive past green fenced 
pastures to the house will be loved by all! 

Offered at $925,000. 
www.G10227303.bhhsNEproperties.com 

The Gosselin Team: Stephanie Gosselin (860) 428-5960 


sgosselin@bhhsNE.com «¢ www.stephaniegosselin.com 


The Gosselin Team 
Stephanie 860-428-5960 
Cyrille 860-338-0964 


Chairmen’s Circle — 
Top 2% Nationwide 


LUXURY 
(CKO) A ACN LO) 
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PEOPLE'S HARVEST 


GARDEN 


Tucked away behind the historic Averill Farm next to the Wolf Den Campground in 


Pomfret lies a true hidden treasure. Beyond a dilapidated but still stately antique house, a 


white sign hangs on the gate of a 15,000-square-foot garden. It welcomes visitors to the 


“People’s Harvest Garden, Food Rescue and Farm Education.” 


BY CRIS CADIZ 


n mid-June, the people hard at work here are 
serenaded by birdsong and the hum of bees. A 
family of bluebirds nest in a box just outside a 
high metal fence encircling the garden. Their 
brilliant blue wings flash in the sun as they swoop 
to gather insects off the ground. Beyond the fence, 
deciduous forest rises all around, just far enough away 
not to shade the garden space. The property’s antique 
house and barn offer a comforting presence despite the 
disheveled look of the long-uninhabited house. The 
garden itself features neat rows of vegetables, clumps of 
perennial herbs and clusters of native flowers, planted 
to attract and feed pollinators. All is peaceful here- 
healthy, green and growing. 

The People’s Harvest Garden offers a serene 
respite from our busy world but, more importantly, it 
is useful and necessary. Founded in 2005 by a class of 
Master Gardeners, this community space is dedicated 
to improving food security in the Quiet Corner. All 
the produce and vegetables grown here—some 4,000 
pounds a year-are donated to Community Kitchens 
of Northeastern Connecticut, Inc., a non-profit 
organization that provides food assistance to the 
needy through area food pantries and soup kitchens. 
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We pay highest prices for Gold & Silver... Cash on the spot! 
We alee buy 


* Jewelry * Guns 
¢Coins ° Art Work 
* Collectibles 


We Will Work With You Fast 
& Efficiently To Help Make 
Your Cleanout Completely 

Worry Free! 


im, 


= Complete Cleanouts of 
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» ane looking yy a 
> We fo y~ * Estate +House 


Attic —* Cellar 
* Garage ° Barn 
* Items on Property 
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Fully Insured/Bonded * Free House Calls 
We are serving all of New England - 24 hr. response. 
Over 20 years experience - a trusted name within the community. 


Clean$latezsrare.com 
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After 12 years, the garden is still growing strong using 
sustainable agricultural practices and continues to be 
run by an all-volunteer group of Master Gardeners plus 
other help from the community and area educational 


programs. 

“The Averill Farm was donated by a big, old-time 
local family to the state,” explains John Lorusso, who 
was just hired as the new Master Gardener Program 
Coordinator for Windham County. He has also been the 





Director/Coordinator of the People’s Harvest Garden 
since 2015. “Averill was a gentleman farmer from New 
York City. They came up to Pomfret in the summers. 
This was just a field in 2005. The property was available 
and the state said we could use it.” 

Run by University of Connecticut Extension 
system, the Master Gardener Program started in 
1978 and consists of horticulture training and a 
community-focused outreach component. The program 
requires 16 weeks of classwork, a 60-hour internship, 
and a commitment to provide horticultural-related 
information, education or service to the public. Master 
Gardeners volunteer many, many hours to giving back 
to the community in exchange for their education. “This 
garden serves as a successful example of the positive 
impact of community horticulture,” states UConn’s 
Extension website. 

In 2005, most of the Master Gardener class decided 
to create the People’s Harvest Garden as their outreach 
project. Dr. Bob Stetson was one of the program 
graduates who agreed to coordinate the garden for 
10 years. “He was the driving force,” said John. “He 





planned all the beds. Everybody knows how to garden, 
but it takes someone to set the agenda. You need 
someone to point people in the right direction.” 

The students, including Gloria Lorusso, John’s wife, 
and Anne Latham, who are working here today, built 
the garden in an empty field, literally from the ground 


up. John explains: “They cut the sod for the beds; they 
amended the soil; they put all the fencing in; they dug 
in the fence. The critters were tunneling under it so 
they had to dig it in deeper.” John started helping in the 
garden in 2008 but became a Master Gardener himself 
in 2011. Four years later, he took over from Dr. Stetson 
as garden coordinator. Watching him direct students 
and volunteers, talking and joking as he gently guides 
them to plant tomato seedlings properly, he is clearly a 
natural teacher. 

The garden also serves as an educational site for 
area youth and other groups. Today, several students 
from The Learning Clinic in Brooklyn and their 
instructor Sarah Knowlton are helping in the garden. 
Josh Elfman, age 21, is in the post-graduate transition 
program, where students gain experience in real- 
life jobs. He is also employed at the school campus 
greenhouse. “I’ve been growing for many, many years— 
most of my life,” says Josh, who started gardening with 
his grandfather when he was seven. “Our school sends 
a lot of volunteers. We have a lot of kids searching for 
experience and jobs and the economy is not good right 
now.” 

“They've been a huge help,” says John of the 
students. “Sometimes our volunteer level goes down. 
You know, life gets in the way...” He says the Learning 
Clinic students usually come twice a week, especially 
during planting season. They also often get a summer 
group of students from Woodstock’s Compassion 
Camp. “It’s run by a couple of churches,” says John. 
“Each day they do something different to volunteer. 
Sometimes they come here one day and pick the food, 
and the next day they are at Northeast Kitchens cooking 


cmecncr FRY OUR DAILY LUNCH 


GROWN 


y THE LOCAL FLAVOR. 


AND DINNER SPECIALS! 


LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


10 CRAFT AND MICROBREWS ON TAP 


2016 
NORWICH 


* Trivia Every Wednesday at 6pm 


*The Straight Up Jazz Band 
Every Thursday at 5:30pm 


* Sunday Sound Series Matinee 


M AGAzZzéitiN E 


BEST OF 


Northeastern 
Connecticut 


132 Main St, Putnam CT 
the-stomping-ground.com 
facebook.com/PutnamStompGround 
(860) 928-7900 


Brunch Show at lpm 


Hours: 
Tues 11:00am-1:00am 
Wed 11:00am-1:00am 
Thurs 11:00am-1:00am 
Fri 11:00am-2:00am 
Sat 11:00am-2:00am 
Sun 11:00am-1:00am 


it. And they’re like, ‘Hey I picked these squash!’ They 
came last year and helped us pick all the garlic. That 
was good because it’s a lot of handwork.” 

John credits Kate Desjardins as another important 
source of volunteers for the garden. Kate is an 
Adult Service Instructor for DDS and a Registered 
Horticultural Therapist. She runs a Horticulture 
Program for adults with intellectual disabilities located 
at Camp Quinebaug in Killingly. “Our folks are capable 
of giving back to the community in meaningful ways,” 
says Kate. “Our participation in Peoples Harvest as well 
as other projects allows us to do that.” Her program 
participants have been working with the UConn Master 
Gardening program since 1998. 


“Gardening ts an activity that levels the 
playing field,” says Kate. “Our participants 
can work side by side with community 
gardeners toward a common goal. Gardening 
is very sensory oriented, the textures, scents 
and sights help to ground participants. 
People who may have a hard time focusing 
on other types of activities can be very 
productive in the garden. We have found the 





gardeners at People’s Harvest to be extremely 
helpful, patient and knowledgeable. It’s a true 
pleasure working with them.” 





Because all the food from the People’s Harvest 
Garden goes to one place, crops can be tailored to what 
Northeast Community Kitchens will use. This ensures 
that nothing is wasted and the work in the garden is most 
efficient. “They are good about using everything we give 
them,” says John. “We grow herbs and they dry them 
in the oven to use later. We grow tomatoes, potatoes, 
green peppers, kale, Swiss chard... We get feedback, what 
works, what doesn’t work.” 

At the end of every season they discuss what was 
grown and how it worked out. “Last year we grew 
something called Long Gourd—you'll see them at the Fair. 
They will get gigantic but they have a mild flavor. You’re 
supposed to pick them when they are like this,” John 
says, demonstrating with his fingers. “But you look away 
and then they are like this,” he says, widening his arms. 
“So you need to be careful if you have to leave them for 


Cle Girt eC 
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Unique Clothing & Gifts 
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Greamre) the Woodstock Fairgrounds) 


860-928-1514 e Open W -§, 10-5 and Sun 12-5 
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three days. But if it's too tough, you can peel it. And they 
loved it. | was concerned because we had 400 pounds of 
it!” he laughs. 

They always reserve a few beds to feed pollinators, 
such as hummingbirds, bees and other beneficial insects. 
These flowering plants include cleome, amaranthus also 
known as “love lies bleeding” and anise hyssop. “The 
idea is to always have something flowering. We try to be 
vigilant about the weeds but they also feed pollinators,” 
explains John. The garden also grows some perennials 
such as rhubarb and herbs. 

“The oregano is totally out of control,” says Anne 
Latham, wielding a shovel and a lot of determination. 
Anne trims it first with electric clippers then digs it up 
to make it a little easier. “It will take 

over the world,” she quips. Anne 
is a Master Gardener from the 
2005 class, one of the garden’s 
founding members. “It’s such a 
wonderful opportunity to come 
play in the dirt,” she says. “It’s so 
nice to know it’s going someplace 
useful. Pm always hard pressed 
if | have too much in my home 
garden. Here I know it’s going to 
someplace they can use it.” 
Anne also volunteers in 
the gardens at Goodwin State 
Forest, where she also does a lot 
of hiking. “I just like to dig. There 
are years we have our challenges. 
The artesian dug well has run dry 
in the past. There are times we 
have hand watered the garden.” 
She also really enjoys seeing the kids working. “T still 
remember Erica from the Learning Clinic. She did not 
like earthworms but, by God, she was the best bean 
harvester. She could harvest 25 pounds of beans at a clip. 
She was just incredible!” 

Volunteer Gail Marken is new to the People’s Harvest 
Garden this season, having recently graduated from 
the Master Gardener program. “I met John at last year’s 
Woodstock Fair and I wanted to work with him on one of 
his projects.” She will drive from South Windsor to work 
in the garden this season. Former grade school teacher, 
Master Gardener, and Pomfret Registrar of Voters Sue 
Devokaitis “allowed herself” to volunteer at the garden 
after her retirement. “I love it here. This is such a great 
place,” she says. She is also an avid home gardener and 
enjoys sharing the abundance of a garden every year. 
“When we are harvesting, it’s great giving it all away.” 


Statuary" Planters - Fountains - Garden Accessorie 


FLORAL ~ GARDEN 
GIFTS ~ WEDDING ~ GOURMET 


260 Rte. 171 ¢ South Woodstock, CT 
(860) 928-0571 * Monday - Friday 9-5 and Saturday 9-3 


www.gardengatefloristct.com 





While the Master Gardener class of 2005 created a 
group community project in the People’s Harvest Garden, 
most of those students today go on to do their own 
community service or educational programs. The garden 
receives some funding the Connecticut Master Gardener 
Association and some other donations, but otherwise it 
is self-sustaining with volunteers. Fortunately, they still 
have about 12 to 15 master gardener volunteers plus a 
few dozen others who come and go during the season 
and some interns for the new master gardener class. 
However, it takes a lot of time, man power and hard 
work to produce 4,000 pounds of food every year! “If the 
garden volunteer numbers are down we might take a bed 
or two out of production and let it go fallow,” says John. 
Regardless of the size of the annual crop, the People’s 
Harvest Garden has its heart-and its gardening tools—in 


the right place. 





The People’s Harvest Garden welcomes anyone who 
wants to help, regardless of experience. It’s a great 
place to learn, if you are interested in gardening. If 
you wish to volunteer or make a donation, please 
contact John Lorusso at peoplesharvest2005@gmail. 
com. Volunteers meet to work at the garden every 
Monday and Thursday from 9am to 12PM behind 
the Averill Farm at Mashamoquet State Park on 
Wolf Den Drive. Tools and snacks provided! Also 
see www.facebook.com/peoplesharvestgarden and 
mastergardener.uconn.edu for more information. 


John J. Hachem, Sr. 


AU TO REPA ike 
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860- 928- 2653 860-928- 2654 


MAJOR & MINOR REPAIRS 
AUTO SALES 
24 HOUR TOWING SERVICE 


ic om 


TOWING * & RECOVERY + PUTNAM, C7 


1 & wo ——> 


. . 


¢ Conditioning Service 

¢ Radiator Flush & Fill 

¢ Transmission Flush 

¢ Air Conditioning Service 

¢ Tune Up 

¢ Fuel Injection Cleaning & Repair 

¢ Electronic Engine Computer 
System Service 


Geico Er 


647 School Street, (Rt. 44) 
Putnam, CT 06260 


@ Allstate. 


You're in good hands. 
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Monte [Stance 


It is easy to speed past Monte Bianco, an Italian restaurant at 1097 Thompson Road in 
Thompson, CT. The building may be modest, once a pizza parlor, but one bite of the 
food served by chef Manuel Campoverde and everything else fades into the background. 
The restaurant is a jewel of fresh tastes, careful seasoning and sophisticated sauces. 
It is also the fulfillment of a dream for Campoverde, called Manny, and his family. 


BY NANCY P. WEISS 


anny grew up in Ecuador where his 
mother taught him the rudiments of 
ooking when he was six. He put her 

training to use as a cook in the Ecuadoran army. He 
made his way to New York City where he began as a 
bus boy and dishwasher in some of the country’s finest 
restaurants. Manny’s skills were soon recognized at 
an Italian restaurant in Port Washington, NY. Next he 
found himself on Madison Avenue under the direction 
of world famous chef’s. From swanky Petaluma on 
the Upper East Side to super busy Cucina Gourmet, 
the go-to dining choice of Citigroup, Campoverde was 
challenged to conform to a hectic schedule and turn 
out consistent, high quality food. He made 25 different 
sauces every day for 800-1000 customers. He learned 
all he could and held on to his dream- a restaurant of 
his own. 

Peggy Campoverde, a college student, juggles her 
job as the head waitress with her course work. She 
grew up in NYC and moved with her family to Webster, 
MA. a decade ago. She noted that her father had been 
working for more than 25 years in various kitchens 
in the city. Every weekend he drove home to see 
his family. When he learned that a pizza parlor was 
closing, he jumped at the chance to open his own place 
and make his mark in the culinary world. 

Monte Bianco opened in October, 2015, with 
Campoverde as chef, and his wife, Elsa, and extended 
family members helping in the kitchen. His intention 


is to provide “healthy, fresh, international dishes.” The 
restaurant seats twenty-four and the current policy is 
BYOB with a $3 corkage fee, although Campoverde is in 
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the process of obtaining a license to sell beer and wine 


with meals. 

From his days in city restaurants, he developed his 
own style. Every meal includes house made zucchini 
bread, which is slightly sweet and very moist. He and 
his wife also make in house deserts, including tiramisu, 
bread pudding and flan. 

Manny took a little bit from all the places he 
worked and created his own cucina. The menu features 
several Turkish inspired dishes, falafalpita balls with 
tziki sauce, from his years at a Turkish restaurant, but 
it is in the creation of classic Italian cuisine that his 
truly shines. He has his own twist on sauces: “I make 
traditional sauces a little lighter with less heavy cream 
and cheese,” he added. 

“T love to cook for everybody. I cook everything 
the same. My goal is to make good food, to make it 
consistently. | want everyone to enjoy the food. Our 
food is made to order. Nothing is premade. I make sure 
that if a customer wants something special, they can get 
it,” Campoverde said. 

The menu ranges from daily soups, salads, pasta 
dishes, meat, chicken, vegetarian, seafood dishes and 
fish. The Specials change every Thursday and reflect 
seasonal trends and the chef’s wide ranging skills. 

For the summer, new items will include quinoa salad, 
short ribs and shrimp salad, including the chef’s 
personal favorite, linguine al pescatore, which features 
a blend of sautéed garlic, fresh shrimp, calamari, clams 
and mussels served in a light tomato sauce. Popular 
items such as rigatoni al la Bolognese, spaghetti with 
meatballs, and eggplant rollatini are served all day, with 
each dish made to order. 

Brianna Hudon, a resident of Thompson, began 
working at Monte Bianco as soon as it opened. As 





2 one of few employees who is not a member of the 

: family, Hudon is impressed with how hard it is to runa 
: restaurant and 

: how popular the place has become. She noted that 

: larger parties can reserve a back room and that catering 
: is available as well. With a smile she said that her own 
: graduation party would be catered by the restaurant. 


As Manuel Campoverde placed his cap firmly on his 


: head and took his place behind the stove in his kitchen, 
: he stopped to say: “I like this area. It is quiet and 

2 relaxed. I think better here. If I have the ingredients, I 
can cook anything a customer requests. People order 

: everything on the menu, especially the specials. We 

: have a lot of regulars. We know their names.” 


On a sunny afternoon, Scott Reichenberg, from 


: nearby Webster, MA, a weekly visitor to the restaurant, 
: had brought his friends, Sandy and Tim Brezniak, 

: residents of Woodstock, to the restaurant to introduce 
: them to the food. The threesome enjoyed their early 

: dinner and agreed they would return soon. Word of 

? mouth and friends bringing friends has been the key to 
: Monte Bianco’s consistent growth. 





2 See the website: http://places.singleplatform. 

? com/monte-bianco-restaurant/menu?ref=google. 
? Go to Facebook @montebiancorestaurant].Call 

860-923-0202 for reservations, which are highly 
recommended on weekends. 


: Monte Bianco hours are :Sunday: 4pm-8pm 
: Monday:CLOSED « Tuesday:4pm-8p 

: Wednesday: 11:30pm-8pm 

: Thursday & Friday : 11:30am-9pm 

: Saturday: 4pm-9pm 


Chase Road 


GROWERS 


Opening late July early August! 


(when sweet corn is ready) 


The SWEETEST Sweet Corn 
mes & Tomatoes 


CUT FL — 


by the stem or arranged 
Find us on Beet @ (even if not a member) 


174 Chase Road, Thompson, CT @ 860-923-9926 
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‘To Bean or Not to Bean!? 


.Celebrating 28 Years 





This year marks the 28th anniversary for The Vanilla Bean Café, a popular casual restaurant in Pomfret. The award-winning café serves freshly 


prepared food for breakfast, lunch & dinner. It is a great place to meet for coffee or do a little work on your computer. It’s also an important stop on 


New England’s folk music circuit and features live music every weekend, plus special concerts, singalongs and open mic nights. In warm weather, 


the outdoor patio is full. And inside, you can view and purchase original artwork by a different artist each month. 


he Jessurun family opened The Bean in 1989 
‘[ a sandwich and ice cream shop in a restored 

barn on the corner of Scenic Routes 169, 97 
and 44. Through the years, customers have gathered 
for meals, shows, anniversary and birthday parties and 
even wedding receptions. The Bean has hosted local 
food tastings and several annual benefit concerts. Coca 
Cola held their national launching of Vanilla Coke at the 
Café in 2002. Along the way, The Vanilla Bean Café has 
become an integral part of life in the Quiet Corner. 

The café has expanded and evolved over the years 
and is now a 90-seat restaurant with a fireplace, a larger, 
more modern kitchen, and a patio for outdoor dining. 
The menu offers country comfort food and a variety of 
sophisticated and current entrees. There are fresh and 
seasonal specials on the menu every day. Breakfast, with 
midweek and weekend menus, includes omelets, French 
toast, and country pancakes served with 100% real 
local maple syrup and apple wood smoked bacon and 
sausages. 





Music is another facet of the Bean’s outstanding 
reputation. While this small folk club has an audience 
capacity of only 60 people, the performers are not small- 


town singers. In fact, the Vanilla Bean Café is a significant } 


stop on the National Folk circuit, but mainly draws 
entertainers from the area that traverses the Northeast 
from Portland, ME and Burlington, VT to Northampton, 
MA and New York. Renowned folk singer Maria Sangiolo 
and owner Barry Jessurun are a husband and wife 

team, who book and promote folk, blues, bluegrass 

and jazz musicians who perform on Saturday nights. 
With a plethora of artists and musicians living in the 
area, performers express appreciation for the listening 
audience they find here in the Quiet Corner where 
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LAND TRUST, INC. 
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We need your support to help us 
preserve and protect land in 
Northeast Connecticut. 


Conserving land in the 
(Quiet Corner for 41 years. 


For more information about our work and how 
you can enjoy our preserves, visit us at 
www.wyndhamlandtrust.org or find us on Facebook. 


Your membership and donations are tax deductible. 








commerce is not nearly as pronounced as culture. 

The Bean’s main dining room is also a gallery, 
displaying artwork by local artists. A four-panel 
installation by Pomfret School’s art teacher, JP Jacquet, 


depicts Café life. Customers share in a sense of belonging 


here as they peruse the history, accolades, pictures and 
stories that decorate the walls. The Vanilla Bean Café is a 
public place where people can really feel at home. 

The Jessurun’s success at the Bean led them to open 
another popular restaurant with Chef James Martin in 
downtown Putnam in 2005. 85 Main is sophisticated 
and popular, with the area’s only raw bar plus fresh 
sushi, a lively bar scene and upscale dining. In 2012, 


Classic. Prevail ane Aaa gifts for 
yourself and those you love! 


Find us on [§j 


Located on the second floor at Garden Gate Florist & Giff Shop 
260 Connecticut 171, Woodstock, CT 06281 
Periwinklesct@gmail.com °* 860-315-4411 





SUMMER. ARTS. 
HAPPENING. 


a paint bar 


Adult Paint with Wine! Couples Events! 
Kids Summer Arts Workshop Weeks! 
Friday Night Family Events! 
PAWTIQUE - paw art with your Pets! 
Complete Information and Sign up available on 
our website www.artiqueputnam.com 
860.315.9019 + artiqueputnam@gmail.com 
New Location! 135 Main Street, Putnam, CT 





: they added Dog Lane Café to their string of restaurants 
: in the new Storrs Center development in the heart of 

? UConn campus. For 2017, Barry and Brian and partner 
: Steve Smith from Dog Lane Café will further expand 

' their restaurant repertoire with the Fenton River Grill 

: in Mansfield on Route 195. It will feature a dynamic 

: and friendly bar with an enticing selection of craft beer, 
: carefully crafted cocktails and an approachable menu 

: including lighter shareable plates, salads, flatbread 

2 pizzas, sandwiches and full dinners. The dining room 

: will be comfortable and inviting and a 40-seat patio is 

: planned as well. Stay tuned for this opening planned to 
2 happen by the end of the year? 





QUINEBAUG 
WY bib)e) am Gesaxes 


ASA YOURSELF..AM | READY 
FOR COLLEGE If) HiGh SCHOOL? 


If the answer is “YES,” come see what QMC has 

to offer! QMC is a public magnet high school for 
grades 9-12 that offers a challenging curriculum in 
the Humanities and STEM. Housed at Quinebaug 
Valley Community College in Danielson, QMC 
allows you to earn FREE college credits toward 
your associate's degree. Students seeking a more 
independent learning environment, tailored to their 
academic and career goals, are welcome to apply. 


APPLY NOW FOR 2017-2018 


Join in the over 100 high school students who 
have already earned FREE college credits at QMC! 








GET MORE INFORMATION 
FILL OUT AN APPLICATION gq“ CX’) 
SCHEDULE A VISIT @ TOUR ~ 


Contact Mary Kay Knox- MKnox@eastconn.org 
www.eastconn.org/qmc ¢ 860-932-4137 
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Sometimes even adults do the “What can we do? I’m bored!” routine. 
lf you’re in this mode, here is a list of some Quiet Corner events and 
happenings to stimulate your mind, body, heart & soul. 


Active 





Swing from a silk hammock at Glow Aerial Yoga in 
downtown Putnam. This summer, Glow Yoga offers 
“Family Time, All-Ages Aerial Yoga” for ages 7+. Other 
classes & workshops available too in the downtown 
Putnam studio. www.glowaerialyoga.com 





Attention mountain bikers! Quiet Corner NEMBA 
chapter is hosting Fun Ride at Old Furnace State 
Forest on Sunday, September 10th. Enjoy a challenging 
off-road tour of this hidden treasure in Killingly. This 
park is also great for hiking, with scenic views from cliffs 
overlooking Ross’s Pond. www.nemba.org/chapters/ 
qcnemba 


If you prefer cycling on pavement, the Annual Steeple 
Chase Bike Tour on Saturday, August 19th features 
100-, 62.5-, 50-, 35- and 20-mile routes through the 
scenic Quiet Corner, as well as a 5-mile walk. In its 
26th year, this fund-raiser supports three area non- 
profits. Free food, beverages and rest stops at area faith 
communities with wonderful homemade food and 
bathroom access. steeplechasebiketour.org 


Multisport athletes: give a triathlon a whirl and 
register for the 7th annual “Give It Tri” Triathlon on 
August 19th. Sponsored by Day Kimball Healthcare 
and the Putnam YMCA, the race starts with a swim 
in Plainfield’s Moosup Pond. This sprint tri is a great 
course for first timers and a fundraiser as well. 
www.daykimball.org/give-it-a-tri-triathlon/ 


Join CT Audubon Center at Pomfret’s expert birder for 
a “Whip-poor-will Walk” on Saturday, July 8 at 8:45pm 
as he attempts to locate calling whip-poor-wills on a 
preserve in Thompson. Other summer bird walks are 
offered throughout the summer. 
www.ctaudubon.org/center-at-pomfret 
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Summnertine fun 


BY CRIS CADIZ 


The Complex Performing and Creative Arts Centre 

in Putnam offers summer youth programs such as 
Creative Arts School for Ages 5 to 12, which explores 
all aspects of performing and creative arts, including 
dance, theatre, visual art and music techniques. July 
10-21 (8am to 4pm). The Intensive Arts Festival 

for Ages 11 to 21 offers “complete immersion in the 
arts” for “passionate students at any experience level.” 
Students choose from performing arts (dance, theatre, 





musical theatre) or creative arts (visual arts or creative 
writing) and spend a week in technique classes, creative 
labs, guest faculty/speakers, critique/feedback forums. 
Placement audition required. August 7 to 11 (8am to 
4pm). www.thecpac.org 
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Explore Goodwin State Forest in Hampton with these 
guided hikes & programs: Long Distance Hike every 


Performance 


first Sunday, 12 pm; Senior Hike (all welcome) every 
third Wednesday, 12pm; Exploring Goodwin, July 5th 
(for kids & families); Birds at Goodwin (for kids) July 
19th; Orchard Hill Harvest Walk, August 19th Walk 
with an EnCOn officer, September 9th; Post Harvest 
Trail Hike, September 30th. 
www.friendsofgoodwinforest.org 


Art 


Enjoy (and buy!) art as you eat at The Vanilla Bean 
Café in Pomfret. Summer shows feature oil on canvas 
landscapes of Quiet Corner artist Judith Doyle in July; 
iconic New England land and seascapes of Michael 
Rogan from Barre, MA, in August; and “mother nature’s 
many faces of beauty” by New England photographer 
Dean Pariseau in September. thevanillabeancafe.com 


Enjoy the 3rd annual “Art in the Park” on Sunday, 
September 10, 11-5pm in the barn at Roseland Park in 
Woodstock. Twin sisters Liz Fecteau & Alison Ciarlante 
plus a half dozen other area artists show and sell 
contemporary, fun and affordable work. Refreshments 
provided. Contact sasapeacerocks@gmail.com for 
more info. 





Spoken Word Series...July 13th at 7PM on the STAGE 
at The Complex Performing and Creative Arts Centre 

in Putnam. This new series showcases creative writers, 
composers, authors, and playwrights. Featured for 

July 13 are Emily Zornado, Barbara Schneider, Claudia 
McGhee, Joe Miragiuolo, and Christine Kalafus. An 
open mic portion for the first 5 participants that sign up 
allows each 3 minutes to share work. Tickets are $5 at 
www.thecpac.org 
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Herrmann’s Royal Lipizzan Stallions show off 
dazzling leaps, dramatic plunges, and delicate steps on 
August 18, 19, & 20. See this remarkable demonstration 
of horsemanship on the grounds of Roseland Cottage. 
860 928-4074 for more information. 





Eat 


Celebrate “National Ice Cream Day” with a Bluegrass 
Bash at Fort Hill Farms on July 16th from 1 - 3 pm. 
Tap your toes and taste local ice cream on this beautiful 
300-year-old farm in Thompson. Part of The Last Green 
Valley’s “Farmers in the Valley Tour.” 
thelastgreenvalley.org 


A historic Woodstock rite of passage: “Tea with Miss 
Constance,” on August 24, 1:30-3:30pm. Enjoy 
relaxing afternoon tea in Roseland Cottage’s carriage 
barn followed by a tour of the Victorian era house 
museum. Reservations required. 860 928-4074 


Tastes of the Valley, a fundraiser for The Last Green 
Valley National Heritage Corridor offers “A Farmer at 
Your Table,” August 27 (4pm)at the Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge, MA. Raffle & silent auction 
plus multi-course dinner showcases dishes by the area’s 


top chefs using local, fresh ingredients. A local farmer, 
vintner, brewer or agriculture expert will join each table 
to offer guests a perspective on “what it takes to keep 
our Valley so green & delicious.” 

Visit thelastgreenvalley.org for tickets. 


Killingly’s Great Tomato Festival, Saturday, September 
9 at Davis Park in downtown Danielson. A taste of 

local food, arts, crafts, local agriculture, kids’ activities, 
contests and a parade, firetruck pull all celebrating the 
garden tomato. Free and open to all. 
www.facebook.com/KillinglysGreatIomatoFestival 


Kick off Arts & Eats Restaurant Week (Sept 10 - 
14th) in Putnam on September 10th with “Savor the 
Flavor” Food Festival (featuring corn). Live music and 
other activities. Restaurant Week combines the best 

of downtown Putnam’s dining and art offerings and 
features specials designed by each restaurant, gallery 
talks, art inspired dishes, special pairings and more. 
DiscoverPutnam.com 


Music 


Rotary Park Concerts: See also River Fire. Celebrate 
summer evenings in Putnam with free live music at the 
Rotary Park Bandstand. Bring a picnic or enjoy dinner 
at one of the many downtown restaurants. July 15th 
features “Sophisticated Lady” and September 9th with 
the E. Woodstock Cornet Band. 


Thompson Recreation offers free Summer Concerts 
in the Park at Riverside Park in Grosvenordale every 
Friday at 7PM from June 23 — August 18th. Bring 
chairs/blankets. 860-923-9440 for inclement weather 
message. 


Enjoy free Twilight Lawn Concerts at the historic 
Roseland Cottage in Woodstock. Bring a blanket and 
picnic for this 7PM show featuring The Blackburns on 
June 30, The Little Big Band on August 5, and Beck n’ 
Call on August 25. www.historicnewengland.org 


Real people. Great service. 


ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE ASSOCIATES 


HOME ¢ AUTO ¢ BUSINESS * FARM 
LIFE & HEALTH * CONDOS 
RENTERS * MOTORCYCLE ¢ BOAT 


Putnam Office 
143 Providence Street 
860-928-0811 


Danielson Office 
136 Main Street 
860-779-5030 
Toll Free 877-928-0811 
www.Archambaultins.com 
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: Killingly Summer Concert Series, free live music every 
i Thursday night for 6 weeks starting July 6th in Davis 
: Park at 6pm July 6 & 27 concerts are at the Killingly 


Community Center). 


: SING: The Quiet Corner Song Swap at The Vanilla 
: Bean Cafe in Pomfret. Free Pete Seeger-inspired sing- 


along concert, lyrics available for most songs. 


: August 18 & September 15th (7 - 9pm). 


Gheater 


: The Bradley Playhouse in Putnam presents great 


community theater in a historic, vaudeville -era theater 


: house. This summer’s productions include “Vanya 


and Sonia and Masha and Spike” June 30 - July 9 and 


: Disney’s “The Little Mermaid” August 11 — 27. 
i www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 
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Gallery Shorts at the P.S. Art Gallery (located at 
Silver Circle Art Center, Putnam) presents two short 
performance pieces by Chip Lamb, chair of Pomfret 
School’s art department, in an intimate and immersive 
theater experience designed by Pomfret students 

and faculty. In this unique blend of visual art and 
performance, an actor imagines his worst audition 

ever and a writer tells a story he cannot write. Space is 
limited. July 7 and Aug 4 at 6pm G 7pm and July 14, 21, 
22, 28, 29 (time TBA). 


: www.pomfretschool.org/page/arts/ps-art 


: A decades-long summer tradition, Theater in the Barn 


at the Golden Lamb Buttery in Brooklyn features quality 
entertainment, delicious food and good company ina 
beautiful setting. This summer’s show is “I Ought to Be 
in Pictures” by Neil Simon on July 26, 27, August 2, 3, 9 
& 10. Call 860-774-4423 for reservations. 


: www.thegoldenlamb.com 
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Stop. - Lat + Stay - Play 


Welcome to Sturbridge. Whether you re in for a quick visit, an extended stay, or are one of 
the lucky folks who happen to live here, we hope you will make the most of our beautiful town 
and shop, eat, stay and play at the many wonderful Merchants of Sturbridge. 


Visit the Sturbridge Tourist Association online for a calendar of local events 
in our town and some of the special events hosted by our merchants 


such as workshops, walks, talks, book signings, and tastings. 


Town of 


: 
es 
. * 
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FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT, PRIVATE DINING, CATERING 


Freshest Ingredients Prepared With A Continental Touch 
GOURMET DINING * SEASONAL MENU ° FINE WINE 


SEATING 
Tues-Thurs 5-8:30 
Fri & Sat 5-9:00 
Sunday Brunch 11-2:00 
& Dinner 4-8:00 
Reservations Requested 


~ Inviting Ambience of a Classic Era ~ 
A Hidden Gem in Connecticut’s Quiet Corner 


860-974-3456 


29 Plaine Hill Road 
Woodstock, CT 
974-3456 
Visit us on the web at 
mansionatbaldhill.com 


Make Your Next Special Occasion “Simply Memorable” 


= a ~ a: 
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WWW. VISITST URBRIDGE. ORG 


Buying your printing 
on the internet? 


Let us show you 
the advantages of 
printing locally! 


We are your Local, Friendly, Small Town, 
Printer & Advertising Specialist! 


res 


#GrowYourBusiness 
#Grow YourCommunity 


124 School St. * Putnam, CT 06260 
860-928-3973 * www.chasegraphics.net 


N_Chase Craphics 
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Quiet Corner Favorites 


Red, White & Blue BBQ: Friday, June 30th Owen Bell 
Park in Killingly: Fireworks, free concert with Pirates of 
Peace (6-9pm), 5K race (6pm), and Chicken BBQ ($10). 


Putnam Fireworks & Concert: July lst at Rotary 
Park, featuring Billy Pilgrim at 7:15pm and fireworks at 
9:15pm (rain date July 2nd). 


Putnam’s Main Street Car Cruise & Arc Duck Race: 
August 13th (10:30-4pm) 


Killingly Parks & Recreation Department’s “Bike Night” 
in downtown Danielson, August 17th 5-9pm. Rain 

date August 23. Main Street is shut down to showcase 
motorcycles galore, three live bands, food vendors, 

kids’ activities, and more. www.facebook.com/ 
Killinglyrecreation/ 


First Fridays 

Putnam’s popular downtown event offers performance 
art and installations, family-friendly community art 
projects, vendors, live music, and more. It always has 
an annual theme and 2017 is a celebration of cinema. 
“Silver Screen Classics” on July 7th features the classic 
films of the 1930s and 40s. August 4th offers musicals 
& animation in “Sound & Color” and “The Old West 
Comes East” celebrates the Western on September Ist. 
www.discoverputnam.com/firstfriday 


Putnam River Fire & al fresco Concerts 
Enjoy free live music at the Rotary Bandstand followed 
by wood bonfires that light up the Quinebaug River at 
dusk. July 15, August 12 & September 9th. 


nomi 





The Brooklyn Fair: Founded in 1809 and considered 
the country’s oldest continuously active agricultural 
fair. Animals, exhibits, food, games, vendors, live music, 
other entertainment. At the Brooklyn Fairgrounds, 
August 24-27. www.brooklynfair.org 


The Woodstock Fair, every Labor Day Weekend at the 
Woodstock Fairgrounds. Midway, contests, concessions, 
music on the Main Stage, and lots more. September 1-4. 
www.woodstockfair.com 


Victorian Fair at Roseland Cottage, September 16 
(11-5). Activities such as fortune telling, penny farthings, 
barbershop quartets, vintage baseball, a demonstration 
of Victorian cane fighting and Suffragette parasol 
defense, and tea in the garden. Costumed guides will 
lead tours of this landmark Victorian property. Costume 
rental available. Reservations required for tea. 


Celebrating Agriculture, September 23 (9am - 3pm) 
at the Woodstock Fairgrounds. A day filled with 
agricultural displays, family events, food and 
entertainment. Free admission, free parking, rain or 
shine. celebratingagriculture.org 
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: were among the 
: young people of 


: without a high 


: Academy in Dudley, 


, CONNECTICUT 


Historic Buildings in 
Thompson are Reminders of 
the Presence of the Past 


Beside the Thompson Common on the east side of Route 193 stands a rough stone 


building that is unusual, if not unique. It is now the Thompson Historical Society museum, 


but it was designed as a library. “Arts and crafts buildings with Tudor-style wood timbering are 


very rare,” comments Society President Joe lamartino. It opened in 1902 and served the readers 


of Thompson for more than ninety years. Its founding is associated with the effort of Ellen D. 


Larned, the historian of Windham County and a cultural leader in the community, who lived 


near the site chosen for the library. It became the central node for a series of branch libraries 


serving Thompson and for a time a mobile library. After almost a century the library 


was bursting at the seams, or as the chair of the Library’s Board of Directors 


observed in 1992, “It’s a beautiful building but it is not practical for modern times.” 


BY CAROLINE SLOAT 


hortly after the library opened, another 
building began to take shape across town on a 
hilltop between the heavily populated villages 
of Masonville (Grosvenordale) and North 
Grosvenordale. This was to be Thompson’s high 
school, built as a memorial to their daughters by Dr. 


2 Jacob Francis (Frank) Tourtellotte (1826-1912) and his 
: wile, the former Harriet Arnold (1837-1919), one-time 


residents of Thompson, who moved to Minnesota 
after their marriage in 1865. When the Tourtellottes, 
particularly Harriet 
reflected on their 
lives, they recalled 
how as teenagers 
they had to be 

sent out of town 
for secondary 
education. They 


Thompson and 
other communities 


school who sought 
secondary education 
elsewhere. For 
them, it was Nichols 


: where they met 


and became “high-school sweethearts” before going 
their separate ways for higher education. He studied 
medicine at Columbia University and served in the 


Union Navy during the Civil War; she trained to become : 


a music teacher at Salem Vale Normal School in Salem, 
Connecticut. They married at the end of the war and 
followed three of Frank’s brothers, Augustus, John, and 








: Monroe to the new state of Minnesota. Despite their 

: prosperity, they lived with the grief of losing both of 

: their daughters: Lucy, at eleven months and Hattie at 
: the age of eleven. 


Seeking meaning for her life, Harriet was 


: encouraged by a friend involved in philanthropy to use 

: her wealth for a good cause. After a visit to Thompson 

: around 1900, Harriet learned that there was still no high 
: school and determined that she would memorialize 

: her children by providing secondary education for 


the children of 
Thompson. She was 
not interested ina 
location in the hilltop 
center village. Instead, 
she was drawn to the 
part of town where 
she had grown up. 
Her father was at 

one time a partner 

in the Masonville 
Manutacturing 
Company. 

In September 1909, 
Tourtellotte Memorial 
High School was 
dedicated. In addition 
to the light-filled 
classrooms, the facility 
included an auditorium, an art gallery, a library, and 
a gymnasium. It was hailed at its opening as “world 
class” by the Boston Globe ,citing the electric lighting 
and indoor plumbing;however, the building eventually 
fell victim to overcrowding (including split sessions) 
and changes made to accommodate the growing high 
school population. After the construction and opening 


of the new high school adjacent to the historic building, 
its future at first seemed bleak. A vision and funds 
were needed. It was secured by a group of alumni with 
foresight led by Joe Lindley, Class of 1974, by forming 
an Alumni Association to spearhead the administration 
of the funds remaining in the Tourtellotte Trust by a 
local board. The restoration of the building has been 
a priority for nearly a decade and much has been 
accomplished. 

Two collaborative groups are now the stewards 
of Thompson’s history. Both organizations evolved 
out of the need to maintain historic buildings with 
architectural interest and histories of their own. The 
Tourtellotte Memorial High School Alumni Association 
and the Thompson Historical Society both serve as 
repositories for collections of local history. 

The 1909 high school building remains in use 
and is the locale for school-related functions including 
the Superintendent’s Office, in accord with the stated 
purpose of the trust. But gradually restoration work 





being funded by the trust is beginning to be evident. 
For example, the auditorium that Lindley remembers as 
divided into three classrooms, has been restored to its 
former visual and, importantly, acoustical glory. Using 
old photographs and the recollections of alumni from 
the 1930s, it has been renamed the Jerome Ryscavage 
Auditorium recognizing his career in Thompson schools 
from 1948 to 1971. It is now a venue for musical 
presentations, lectures, and classes. The Memorial 


ARTS & FRAMING 


& THE SOCHOR ART GALLERY 


SHERI SOCHOR, OWNER 
“The difference is, I care” 


BUA Ehemelaccce 
latinat-verte On mGleyAcle 
860.963.0105 


Wed - Sat....10 - 5pm 
Sunday 11 - 5pm 
or by appointment 


WWW.ARTSANDFRAMINGPUTNAM.COM 


Welcome to 


De Shey Carey San 


“,.. one of the most spectacular settings for a wedding in 
all of Connecticut” — Connecticut Magazine 


Call for an appointment for your personal tour of the estate 
and visit our website for a preview www.gwyncareginn.com 


OS Y, lf Den Read Y tne Grae Ch OO2Q59 
SOO-9IS- SOS 
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Room on the second floor is an unexpected surprise. It 
is in part a family memorial created by Mrs. Tourtellotte, 
but the art and furnishings of her Minnesota home 
are an eclectic mix of Gilded Age material culture in a 
stunning gallery setting. 

Both organizations rely on volunteers and many 
hours of work to curate the collections and make 
them accessible to users. The paintings and statuary 
in the Memorial Room have been cleaned, repaired, 
and documented. Cataloging the thousands of 
photographs of steam engines in the Ramsdell Railroad 
Collection is one of their activities, although to see 
the old locomotive WWQF #9 that sat immobile for 
half a century on the Ramsdell farm, requires a trip 
to the Wiscasset, Waterville @ Farmington Railway 
Museum in Maine. Similarly, historical volunteers are 
inventorying and cataloging books and documents 
that they have acquired, as well as responding to 
requests for local information. Volunteer interest in 
the military collections has generated considerable 
amounts of information about wartime service by 
Thompson residents throughout American history. Both 
organizations have more projects waiting for volunteers 
and welcome anyone interested in learning more about 


these opportunities 


The buildings are open for viewing by 
appointment,. The Ellen Larned Historical Museum is 
also open on Sunday mornings from 9 a.m. until noon. 
Anyone wishing to visit the exhibition space (currently 
The Women of Thompson) or the Tourtellotte Memorial 


Museum should contact Joe Lindley at 860-928-5527 
to schedule a tour. Walking tours and open hours 

are frequently featured in The Last Green Valley’s 
Walktober offerings. 

Finally, if there isn’t enough happening in the 
history of Thompson, an announcement made at the 
recent annual meeting of the Thompson Historical 
Society is a testament to the community’s respect for 
its past. Twelve watercolor paintings commissioned 
by Thompson resident John Doane and his daughter 


: Julia Doane Dresser, depict life on the hill with views 


of the Vernon Stiles Inn, and interiors and exteriors 

of the Dresser Mansion (now burned) circa 1902 are 
recent acquisitions. The “new library” building of that 
year is featured in one of the paintings and the “busy” 
interiors of Mrs. Dresser’s house suggest ways that Mrs. 
Tourtellotte might have furnished her home. These 
paintings by Louis Charles Vogt will be exhibited at 
the Thompson Library and Community Center In 
November. 
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474 Putnam Pike « Rte 12 « Dayville, CT P.O. Box 518 
860-774-0167 « 


Lunch Specials 
~with choice of soup or salad~ 


860-779-0167 





SERVING THE BEST: Fresh Seafood « Steaks « Sautés « Pasta Dishes 
Brick Oven Pizza « Grinders « Homemade Soups & Bread, 
Soup & Salad Bar Available Every Day! 





SENIOR CITIZENS 


Get a 10% discount 








" Pooten : ee = on your meal! 
ae ROLE LLL" Monday-Friday 
Bz aoe — eel from 11am-3pm 
Monday-Thursday from 






5pm-/7pm Senior Citizens 
(Excluding Holidays) 






OPEN 7 DAYS!!! 


Sunday-Thursday 11am-9pm « Friday-Saturday 11am-10pm 
**Later Hours for the Lounge* * 
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85 main G* 


‘An outing to 85 Main can make you feel like you’ve been on vacation” 
-Worcester Telegram & Gazette 























American Fusion Cuisine 
fresh, local, organic, sustainable, artistically 
driven ingredients 


| Casual Fine Dining 
inviting & contemporary bar atmosphere, 
seasonal outdoor dining 


Seafood ¢ Steak © Vegetarian 
Full Bar © Creative Cocktails © Extensive Wine List 
Gluten Free ¢ Inspired Daily Specials 
Gift Cards Available ¢ Private Dining Room 


ZAGAT RATED 2016 
KKKKS 


Best Seafood, Best Wine List, Best 
Mixed Drinks, Best Bartender 
— Norwich Bulletin 


James Martin Named Connecticut 
Restaurant Association’s 2014 
Restaurateur of the Year 


2016 City Beat Customer 
Satisfaction Award! 











THE 
CELLAR 


AT 85 MAIN 


enjoy our 
raw bar, sushi, 
lunch, dinner, or 
late night bar menu 
served daily 
11:30am to 
~ 11:00pm 


The Cellar can accommodate | 
up to thirty-two people... 
Book your party, | 
business meeting or event today! 


i 


ee ee THEATRE MUSIC 


Early Childhood Movement Program 
Classical Ballet Curriculum 

Ballet Performance Company 
Modern Dance Education 

Modern Dance Company 
Choreography/Composition 

Musical Theatre 

Contemporary Dance Styles 


_ Conditionin 
craftsmanship. Building costs are tailored to Tap g 


WOODSTOCK BUILDING 
ASSOCIATES, LLC 


From design to completion 
Woodstock Building Associates works 
together to ensure consistently superior 


fit your budget without compromising quality. 
If you are looking for an experienced, 
organized, cost conscious builder, 
call Woodstock Building Associates today. 


MUSIC 


Private, Specialized Instruction | 


Instruction for age 5 through adult. 
Piano Pa, Musical Theatre 


Voice >. a Equal focus on technical training and performance 


Ukulele 


UN 
Cc 


orner Inn 


Ouiet 


www.quietcornerinn.com 


¢ Newly Renovated 
¢ Cable TV with HBO 
¢ Non Smoking Rooms 
e Micro / Fridge Available 
e Air Conditioned 
e Hairdryers In All Rooms 
e Free Highspeed Internet 
¢ Restaurants/Shopping Nearby 


Exit 37-W Rt. 6 Next To 
(Old Exit 91) Off 395 Dunkin Donuts 


Major Credit Cards Accepted 


Minutes From Foxwoods Casino & Mohegan Sun 


860°774°9644 


479 Providence Rad. (Rt. 6) Brooklyn, CT 





VISUAL 
ART 


Classes for age 5 and up 
Creative Process Development 
Painting 

Drawing 

Mixed Media 

Digital Design 

Creative Writing 

Community Projects 


THEATRE 


Comprehensive acting training 
Music Theory 


Three Sessions per year include classes and rehearsals 


Guitar | Three different mainstage performance experiences per year 
Bass Community ‘Pop-Up’ Performances 


REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION 
KITCHENS & BATHS * PLUMBING ¢ AC/HEATING 


— 


HOME BUILDERS 


Performance Opportunities 


Woodstock Building Associates, LLC 
78 Prospect Street * Woodstock, CT 06281 
860.928.0897 
wbahomes.com 


CT Home Improvement Contractor #565903 * CT New Home Construction Contractor #160 


Theatre Production training 
---design, directing, playwriting, costuming, make-up, tech 


Progressive and Nurturing Environment - Programs for Children, Teens and Adults 


oncom 135 MAIN ST, PUTNAM, CT ¢ (860) 963.7170 ¢ WWW.THECPAC.ORG 


Don’t Miss Out On The Next Issue — to Advertise Call... 860-963-0414 or visit www.PutnamTraveler.com 





